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"“SCRAMBLE!™ A young
pilot from 64 Squadron
sprints over the airfield
tur{ towards his Spatfire
Qn & (;\nuflh:t 15, lfh-lﬂ

tday euughl}'
German Luftwafle lost 75
aircraft — well over twice
the casualty rate of the
defenders — as Fighter
Command mterrepted
wave after wave of 1n-
vaders.

The clear blue skies of
that scorching summer
were criss-crossed with
vapour trails, and excited
schoolchildren craned
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their necks to watch the
spectacle, unaware that
the very future of democ-
racy was being decided
overhead.

Despite appalling
losses, the Germans were
still convinoed that their
“Attack of the Eagles”
would pulverise Britaun's
mrdxfxm and leave the
country naked to the Kind
of crushing onslaught un-
leashed on those other
nations that had dared to
defy Hitler's legnans.

Within a mﬂt‘llh the
veteran Luftwafle fhers

The attackers

and defenders
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knew a hard truth that
their masters were more
reluctant to admat.
Sunday, September 15,
which cost the Luftwatle
185 aircafl, has become
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This anniversary eight

page special
supplement on the
Battle of Britain has
been researched and

written by
STEVE BRUMWELL

known as “Battle of Bri-
tamn Day™,

According to the Air
Ministry account pub-
lished the following vear,
the first enemy patrols
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arnived oft the South East
coast and Thames Estu-
ary soon after 9.00 am.

At around 11.30 am
Reichsmarshal Hermann
Goering sent over the
first wave of more than
100 awrcraft, with another
150 hot on their heels.
They were Dornier
bomber 17's and 215's des-
tined for London, with
Messerschmitt 109
fighters riding shotgun.

The opening round of
the combat was fought
over east Kent and l.‘un-
don and the German
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pilots could soon be heard
calling the familiar
warning “Achtung, Sch-
ritfmwr!" over their wire-
ess ‘phones as the RAF
Spitfire and Hurricane
squadrons closed the
range.

By sheer weight of
numbers, some of the
German fliers pierced
through to the outskirts
of London. and two un-
exploded bombs even
lodged in Buckingham
Pulam But the bombing

was scattered and thﬂ

raiders had no leisure to
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Four days to
wipe us out

linger as they were
scourged by the cannons
of the RAF

Shortly after noon the
fight lulled for about an
hour and a half before the
LuftwnfTe attacked once
again in equnl strength to
the morning’s onslaught,

Twenty-one  RAFR
squadrons were scram.-
bled to tackle the in-
vaders and the skies over
Kent were soon a swirl.
Ing mass of dog-fights
that drew. a veil of vapouy
over the blue.
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the dark days




